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Abstract: The purpose of this research is to help students to cope with their 
problem in reading comprehension through KWL reading strategy. This research 
was a classroom action research which was conducted on the purpose to solve the 
problems that happened in the classroom and to improve the teaching-learning 
process. The data were collected through achievement test, field notes, and 
observation checklist. The use of KWL reading strategy in improving students’ 
reading comprehension can be seen in every meeting that was observed. Based on 
the research findings, the KWL reading strategy which was applied to the subject 
of research showed the improvement the students’ reading comprehension of 
report text. The data mean score showed at the students’ test of first cycle was 
54.28 and get improved at second cycle test that was 78.9 and third cycle 
students’ mean score was 80.7. Meanwhile, the standard score given was 75. It 
means that by using KWL reading strategy in teaching reading comprehension in 
report text the students get improved from time to time. 
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Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk membantu siswa mengatasi masalah 
mereka di dalam pemahaman membaca melalui strategi membaca KWL. 
Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian tindakan kelas di mana diselenggarakan 
dengan tujuan untuk mengatasi masalah yang terjadi di kelas dan meningkatkan 
proses pengajaran-pembelajaran. Data dari penelitian tindakan kelas di kumpulkan 
dengan tehnik observasi langsung di dalam kelas melalui tes prestasi, catatan 
lapangan, dan observasi. Kegunaan dari strategi membaca KWL di dalam 
meningkatkan pemahaman membaca siswa dapat dilihat di tiap pertemuan yang 
telah di observasi. Bedasarkan temuan penelitian, strategi membaca KWL di mana 
telah dipergunakan pada subjek penelitian menunjukan peningkatan pemahaman 
membaca report teks.  Data skor rata-rata menunjukan pada tes pertama siswa 
yaitu 54,28 dan mendapat peningkatan pada tes putaran kedua yaitu 78,9 dan tes 
putaran ketiga rata-rata skor yaitu 80,7. Sementara itu, standar skor yang 
diberikan adalah 75. Ini berarti dengan menggunakan strategi membaca KWL 
dalam mengajar pemahaman membaca siswa di dalam teks report dapat 
meningkat dari waktu ke waktu. 
 
Kata kunci: Pemahaman membaca, teks report, KWL. 
 
he students need to comprehend each contents of the text passage in order to 
understand what they read. Reading comprehension become important to the 
students in learning English. According to McNamara, D.S (2007) reading 
comprehension is a product of complex interaction between the properties of the 
text and what readers bring to the reading situation. It means reading 
comprehension is a strategy and process of making connection between ideas in 
the text with student’s mind. According to McNamara, D.S (2007) the purpose of 
reading comprehension is to gain accurate information and to interpret definition 
about reading. 
Based on the researcher’s observation, when she did teaching practice and 
observed for twice, she found that the students had problem in comprehending 
texts such as in determining main idea, interpreting word phrase, and drawing 
logical inference. The student’s problems can affect their interest in reading and 
make them bored. The researcher should have a variety of ways and strategy in 
teaching reading comprehension. She should be able to choose certain strategy 
that is suitable to the students based on the students’ characteristic, level, interest 
and need. She also has to pay attention to the classroom situation, and the 
materials to combine with the strategy in teaching reading comprehension. Based 
on the problem above, the researcher found a strategy that can help the students to 
understand the text easily and correctly 
KWL is a strategy in helping students to comprehend the text. Students are 
able to comprehend the information contained from the passage. It consist of 3 
phases (know, want to learn, learned). According to Irena K (2009) KWL reading 
strategy has a value that enables readers to become better in reading 
comprehension activity.  KWL reading strategy provides a structure for recalling 
what learners know about a topic, noting what they want to know, and finally 
listing what has been learned and is yet to be learned. The process gives 
information to improve comprehension and retention of the material. It means that 
KWL strategy can help students to be able to comprehend when they are reading 
and be more active in reading class.  
According to Szabo (2006) K-W-L chart presents a before during after 
strategy for students in helping with comprehension strategies: 
a. Students can get started by brainstorming any prior knowledge they may have 
on the topic which then helps them develop a curiosity on the subject and gets 
them interested in learning more about it. 
b. This chart also helps them decide what they would like to learn about the 
subject which gives them motivation to read and make up their own 
questions.  
c. It helps with self-monitoring of comprehension because it allows them to 
identify what they understood.  
d. This chart also gives an opportunity for students to expand on their ideas and 
formulate new ones. 
There are several research used KWL reading strategy such as the research 
of Irena K (2009) and Fengjuan Z (2010). Their research finding and result 
showed the use of KWL reading strategy can improve students reading 
T 
comprehension. Meanwhile, the KWL reading strategy was not used yet in 
comprehending report text. Report is a text which presents information about 
something. Report text has function to give description that classifies and 
describes things in general and specific terms. Report text also used in other 
subject. That’s way the ability to make and comprehend this text is important for 
improve the ability of students literacy in the Senior High School. Learning report 
is influence concerning to the skills of the student learn in English. Based on 
KTSP, the standard competence of English reading for the eleventh grade students 
of Senior High School is enabling the student to comprehend the functional text in 
narrative, report, analytical exposition, spoof, and hortatory exposition texts. The 
curriculum guides the student learned reading correctly in order to improve their 
ability in learning English. Report text has advantages such as contain information 
about something that can add the student’s knowledge. The students need to get 
many information and knowledge. That’s why report text was important for 
students to learn in class. Report text as a material is the one of the text which is 
suitable to be combined with KWL because there are connection between strategy 
and the material that present the information and also help the students find the 
way to comprehend the information from the passage. From those reasons, the 
teacher should use the KWL reading strategy to solve student’s problems in 
comprehend report text. 
The researcher would like to apply the procedures of KWL reading as a 
strategy for her teaching on the students’ reading comprehension of report text. In 
this part of the research design, she explored what she is going to do concerning 
the strategy of teaching that she applies during the teaching learning process.  
KWL strategy is one of many strategies that can be applied in the classroom 
activities. This strategy focuses on having student state before they begin reading 
what they already know about the topic (the K) and what they want to learn about 
the topic (the W). Then, after reading, they state what they learned (the L). The 
step used in this strategy usually proceeding as follows:  
1. The teacher introduces the topic (Report text) and asks students to list what 
they already know about it. After the teacher give the material and introduces 
the topic, the students begin by brainstorming everything they Know about 
the topic. The student recorded relevant information about the topic that they 
know in the K column of the KWL scheme. 
2. The teacher invites students to list what else they would like to learn. The 
students then generate a list of questions about what they Want to know about 
the topic. Then these questions are listed in the W column. 
3. Students read the material looking for answers to their questions about what 
they want to learn. In this step, the student read and comprehend the text for 
answer their questions about what they want to learn from the text. 
4. The teacher and students, after reading, discuss which of their questions they 
were able to answer and make a chart that shows their answers. If certain 
questions remain unanswered, they identify where to go to find those 
answers.  
The KWL helps students to comprehend by encouraging them to be active 
questioners, read for specific purposes, and reflect following reading about 
whether the purpose was met. Coaching during the KWL process helps students 
access what they know, decide what they want to learn and whether it is likely to 
be in the passage, and decide what yet needs to be done after reading. 
This research is designed for two or three meetings with different report text 
for each. The action stopped if the meeting has been able to be categorized to get 
improved. 
Based on the students’ problem in comprehending the text passage this 
research is expected to solve the students’ problem and make them improve 
especially in comprehending report texts with KWL reading strategy. The 
indication of students’ improvement can be seen in the result of students’ 
individual score. 
 
METHOD 
 The aim of a research is to solve the problems. It is necessary to describe 
the design to be used when research is conducted. In this research, the appropriate 
method used is classroom action research. The researcher searches what real 
problems are, analyses the causes and decides what action should be taken to 
solve such kinds of problem. The implementation of classroom action research did 
by the researcher to help the teacher as collaborator in teaching learning process. 
The teacher and the researcher worked together to solve the problems in the class 
from the aspect that the researcher has to choose to make changes. The aim of 
classroom action research is to change and improve the problems that happened in 
the classroom. According to Gray (2004), the aim of action research is not to 
present finalized answers to problems the aim action research is the attainment of 
change. According to Metler (2006:10), “benefits of classroom action research as 
follows”: 
1. Action research a means of improving student achievement through more 
effective teaching and administration of schools. 
2. Educators involved in action research became more flexible in their thinking, 
more open to new ideas, and more able to solve new problems. 
3. Engaging in action research influenced teachers’ thinking skill, sense of 
efficacy, willingness to communicate with colleagues, and attitude toward 
professional development and the process of change. 
4. Teacher engaged in action research depend more themselves as decision 
makers and gained more confidence in what they believed bout curriculum 
and instruction. 
5. Action researchers were reading, discussing, thinking, and assessing ideas 
from related research with expanded analytical skills. 
 
 Cohen, Manion, and Morison (2002)” the purpose of research is to determine 
the methodology and design of the research”. This is reasonable because to 
improve and develop teaching, indeed research in the classroom is needed. 
According to Cohen, Morrison and Manion (2000) action research is small-scale 
intervention in the functioning of the real world and a close examination of the 
effects of such intervention. A classrooms action research consists of four phases 
that take place in a cycle. Action research is done through many repeated cycles 
and there are at least two cycles in action research. The cycle is divided into 
smaller or shorter cycles. It can be described as follows: 
1)  Big cycle 
  Big cycle in this research is two weeks in which the researcher applied this 
strategy in the teaching learning process. 
2)   Small Cycle 
Small cycle consists of a meeting which is last in about ninety minutes. In 
each small cycle or a week the researcher applied teaching reading comprehension 
on report text through KWL strategy in class with different topics. One cycle 
consists of planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. One cycle consist of: 
a. Planning 
The researcher together with the teacher plan a teaching learning activity 
to solve the problem found in the previous teaching learning process. The 
plan includes the preparation before the teaching learning activity such as 
lesson plan, teaching media and the instrument in collecting the data. 
b. Action 
The actions have done in two meetings of actual classroom teaching. The 
teacher explains firstly about KWL reading strategy and then she will ask 
students to use the KWL to comprehend text in pairs. There are two meetings 
are used for improving reading comprehension on report text through KWL 
strategy. 
c. Observation 
In this step, the researcher filled in the field notes and the observation 
checklist table observing anything that occurred in the teaching learning 
process. To collect the data, the researcher would observe the class while the 
teaching learning processes through KWL. The researcher observed the 
increasing of the students’ in comprehending text. The observation is going to 
be conducted by using observation checklist.  
d. Reflection 
After the three steps (planning, action, and observation) were conducted, 
the researcher was reflected what have been done in the classroom and 
evaluate the students’ activities to discuss the problem. 
The cycle form:  
START 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Planning 
Reflecting Acting 
Observing 
Based on the picture above, the activities of each cycle will be explained as 
follow: 
1. Planning : The teacher and the collaborator plan the activity before 
doing the research. 
2. Acting : The teacher applies the technique. 
3. Observing : The teacher and the collaborator analyze the process of 
applying the technique. 
4. Reflecting : The teacher and the collaborator discuss about the 
classroom activity and decide the next action 
Based on the problem that the researcher found when she did the teaching 
practice in MAS MUJAHIDIN. She tried to solve the problem in reading 
comprehension especially to eleventh grade students. The researcher chose that 
school as the subject in this research. The subject of this research is the eleventh 
grade students of MAS MUJAHIDIN Pontianak. It consists of 28 students. 
 
A. Technique and Tools of Data Collecting 
1. Technique of Data Collecting 
In order to elaborate and to provide a solution to the research problem, the 
data were collected by observation technique. During the observation technique 
the teacher was helped by a collaborator. The observation techniques could help 
the researcher in reflecting whether the actions are successful in improving 
students’ reading comprehension on report text through KWL strategy applied. 
The researcher also took some notes while or after the teaching. 
2. Tools of Data Collecting 
2.1 Field notes 
The researcher recorded the process of all the activities in form of a note all 
that actually happened in the classroom when the strategy was applied in class. 
Field notes were the main way of recording the data. According to Dawson 
(2002), field notes can be defined as the practical details about the events, times, 
dates, and places or the can be considered as the methodological notes concerning 
the research’s role, the researcher’s influence on the encounter, the researcher’s 
relationship with the subjects of research and so forth. 
The researcher made a kind of note when the research was conducted. Such 
kind of note was constructed by the researcher who acts as a collaborator when 
the researcher was conducted. It was taken after the teaching learning process and 
in form of the descriptions and tables that contain planning, acting, observing, and 
reflecting. 
2.2 Observation Checklist 
According to Baker cited in Klingner, Vaughn, and Boardman (2007) 
observation is an integral part of the assessment process and provide evidence of 
what students actually do rather than just what they say they do. In this research 
the researcher used observation checklist to observe the students in the teaching 
learning process. 
 
 
 
2.3 Achievement test 
Achievement test is a kind of multiple choice test items in which student’s 
comprehension is assessed. The scores of the students described into classically 
achievement percentage by using the formula of mean score. 
 
C. Technique of Data Analysis 
In doing a research, to analyze the data is very crucial. Therefore, the 
researcher analyzed the data to know how far the KWL strategy can help students 
improving reading comprehension on report text. The data was the score of 
students answer in multiple choice tests. These had been done by the researcher to 
get objective data. Each correct answer got 1 point. After that, the data from the 
students’ worksheet was obtained by calculating the mean score of all students. 
S
X
M   
Note:  M = mean score 
  X = sum of individual score 
  S = number of students 
The researcher provided the criteria of the students’ mean score based on 
Harris. D.P (1996:134). He says that, the qualification of students’ mean score can 
be categorized by excellent, good, average, and poor. The specification of total 
score was 80-100 categorized to excellent, 60-79 to good, 50-59 to average, 0-49 
to poor. 
After calculating the students’ mean score, the researcher analyzed the result 
of observation checklist. The result from the observation checklist supported the 
result of the mean score. The research purpose was reached if the mean score of 
students’ achievement in MAS MUJAHIDIN accomplish 75 points and the 
students were able to comprehend report text. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
The classroom action research was conducted in three cycles. Each cycle 
consisted of planning stage, acting stage, observing stage, and reflecting stage. 
The acting stage was conducted in one meeting (2 x 45 minutes) that was 
performed during the teaching-learning process while doing teaching-learning 
process. The researcher needed a collaborator to observe what was happening in 
the classroom and to take some notes. The presence of collaborator was to 
minimize the subjectivity of the researcher while interpreting the data. The data 
was collected in the form of students’ assignment, and field notes. 
The first cycle was conducted on November 24th 2012. The problems that 
happened in this cycle were the situation in the class. The students made noise. 
They talked with their friends without paying attention to the teacher explanation. 
The students had difficult to read report text because in report text there was term 
word. In the first cycle the teacher found the students problem about applying 
KWL strategy such as, when they recorded their idea in the W column. They had 
confused to write what they want to learn about the topic. The result for the 
students’ mean score in the first was 54.28. It was categorized as Average. 
The second cycle was conducted on November 27th 2012. The teacher and 
collaborator discussed strategies to minimize the problems before starting the 
class. The teacher made pairs students to doing this strategy and the students felt 
enthusiastic in learning English. The students applied KWL reading strategy in 
pairs and they share idea and discussed with their pairs. The problems in the 
second cycle were unfamiliar word. In the post activity, all students could finish 
their test and the teacher gave a chance for the students to share their difficulties 
during teaching-learning process. After observing the process and interpreting 
data, the teacher decided to continue the actions because the data showed that 
indicators of success was still unsatisfying with the result of students’ mean score 
was 78.9. It was categorized Average to Good. 
The third cycle was conducted on December 4th 2012. They comprehend the 
text individually and carefully. The students read the text with carefully and apply 
KWL strategy. They showed progress in comprehended text with KWL strategy. 
The teacher gave assignment to students, the teacher asked the students to answer 
the questions individually. In post activity the students shared their difficulties 
during the teaching-learning process. After observing the process and interpreting 
data, the teacher concluded that the third cycle had been successful. The students’ 
mean score was 80.7. It was categorized Good to Excellent. The result satisfied so 
that the teacher decided to stop the cycle. 
KWL strategy is one of many strategies that can be applied in the classroom 
activities. In teaching reading comprehension, KWL reading strategy is also 
recommended, because: 
a. It can elicits students’ prior knowledge of the topic in the text. 
b. Sets purposes for reading. 
c. Helps students to monitor their comprehension. 
d. Provides an opportunity for the students to expand ideas beyond the text. 
From those reason KWL reading strategy can improve reading activities in 
teaching and learning process. 
The KWL strategy helped students especially in two parts. First, when 
student made list of questions in column W which is Want to learn. In this part the 
students share their idea about the text that can made easy to comprehend what 
they learned next. Second, when student made list of what they Learned after they 
read the text. In this part the students write their idea about what they already 
know and got from the text. The steps in KWL made students easy to comprehend 
the text. It can improved students achievement. 
Finding showed that the students’ mean score in the first cycle was 54.28 
and qualified was Poor. In the second cycle the students’ mean score was 
increasing to 78.9 and qualified into Average to Good. The result of the second 
cycle was unsatisfying, so the teacher decided to conduct the third cycle. In the 
third cycle the students’ mean score increasing to 80.7 and qualified into Good to 
Excellent. This result was supported by the students’ individual score. This 
showed the fact that from 28 students, 90% of students had increased their 
individual score. 
Based on the result, the strategy was so helpful for the students that they 
could improve their comprehension of the text passage. This resulted in the 
increasing of both students’ individual score and students’ mean score. 
1. The result of students’ individual score in first cycle. 
Then students’ mean score in the first cycle was: 
M=
S
N = 
28
1520 = 54.28 
Then qualification of the students’ in this cycle was qualified “average”. 
The students’ mean score was 54.28. This was qualified into Average. Based 
on the indicator of success, this result was still unsatisfying, because based on 
Students’ standard minimum score of English subject in this school that is 75, the 
students’ mean score was poor. 
2. The result of students’ individual score in second cycle. 
Then students’ mean score in the second cycle was: 
M=
S
N =
28
2210 = 78.9 
Then qualification of the students’ in this cycle was qualified “Average to 
Good’.  
The students’ mean score was 78.9. This was qualified into Average to Good. 
Based on the indicator of lesson, this result was still unsatisfying. 
3. The result of students’ individual score in third cycle. 
Then students’ mean score in the third cycle was: 
M=
S
N =
28
2260 = 80.7 
Then qualification of the students’ in this cycle was qualified “Good to 
Excellent”  
The result of the students’ mean score was 80.7. This was qualified into 
“Good to Excellent”. The result showed the students’ reading comprehension was 
improved from cycle to cycle. They were active and interested in reading 
activities. 
The Result of Students’ Individual Score in three cycles 
Cycle  The Mean of Students’ 
Score 
Range Qualification 
First  54.28 50-59 Average  
Second  78.9 60-79 Good 
Third  80.7 80-100 Excellent  
 
In conclusion, the research findings of the classroom action research were 
satisfying. All the indicators of success had been fulfilled. Students’ mean score 
was increased and teaching-learning process became better. KWL as strategy 
helped the students learn and make the students easy to understand contain of text 
in learning English especially reading activity. 
CONCLUSION 
The students’ reading comprehension on report text of the eleventh grade of 
MAS MUJAHIDIN Pontianak in academic year 2012/2013 had improved through 
KWL strategy. The students reading comprehension had improved from the first 
cycle to the third cycle when KWL applied as the strategy in teaching and 
learning process. The mean score in the first cycle was 54.28; the second cycle 
was 78.9; and the third cycle was 80.7. 
Based on the result, the strategy was helpful for the students that they could 
improve their comprehension of the text passage. This resulted the increasing of 
both students’ individual score and students’ mean score. 
In conclusion, the research findings of the classroom action research were 
satisfied. The achievement indicators of success had been fulfilled. The students’ 
mean score increased and based on the field note and observation conclusion, the 
teaching-learning process became better. The KWL strategy helped the students 
learn and made them easy to understand the content of text in learning English 
especially reading report text. 
 
SUGGESTION 
After concluding the research finding, the researcher wishes to give some 
suggestion as follow: 
1. It is suggested to teacher to have a variety of ways and strategy in teaching 
reading comprehension. The teacher could use KWL reading strategy in order 
to help the students improve their reading comprehension.  
2. It is suggested to teacher to use it with minimize the cycle in improving 
reading comprehension on report text. 
3. It is suggested to teacher to explain clearly about KWL reading strategy 
before stating to apply this strategy in order to get students attention and 
participant. 
4. It is suggested to teacher to do cooperative learning with arrange each student 
to pairs in order to easy to share their idea or discussed the passage. 
5. It is suggested to teacher to choose interesting title about report text in order 
to students’ easy to understand about classify and describes thing or 
information in passage. 
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